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The goat shall bear upon himself all their 

iniquities, carrying them to a land cut off   

(a land of forgetfulness and separation, not 

inhabited)! And the man leading it shall let 

the goat go in the wilderness. 
 Leviticus 16:22 (AMP

2
) 
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 The term scapegoat is commonly used to 

describe an innocent person who is unjustly blamed 

for the wrongdoings of others. Many are not aware 

of the fact that the term had its origin in the 

prophetic ceremonial acts of the ancient Hebrew 

tabernacle. The Dictionary.com definitions for 

scapegoat are: 

1. a person or group made to bear the blame 

for others or to suffer in their place.  

2. Chiefly Biblical . a goat let loose in the 

wilderness on Yom Kippur after the high 

priest symbolically laid the sins of the 

people on its head. Lev. 16:8,10,26.  

 

Leviticus 16 describes the tabernacle activities on 

the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). Actually all 

of the worship ceremonies of the Old Testament 

covenant were put in place to give us a clear 
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picture in the natural of what would be enacted in a 

spiritual fashion under the New Testament 

covenant. Having seen concepts portrayed in flesh 

and blood ceremonies makes the spiritual sequels 

much easier to understand. Even the responses of 

the people were recorded as examples of what we 

should and should not do. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:11 (ASV
1
) 

11 Now these things happened unto 

them by way of example; and they were 

written for our admonition, upon whom 

the ends of the ages are come. 
 

 The Lord’s prescribed Feasts that the 

Hebrew people celebrated were center stage of 

their religious, social and political lives. The 

Passover commemorated Israel’s deliverance from 

slavery in Egypt and foretold a future deliverance 

from the slavery to the evil powers of sin through 

the blood of Jesus Christ. The Day of Atonement is 

                                                           
1
 (ASV) American Standard Version 
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not just another picture of the Passover deliverance 

from the powers of evil; it shows forth the ongoing 

work of sanctification in the believer’s life through 

the power of the Blood of Christ. It foretells the 

sinless high priest Jesus (Yeshua, the Hebrew 

savior) providing an entryway into fellowship with 

the Father and freedom from the haunting 

memories of our sinful past. 

 Accordingly, two sacrificial goats were 

required. 

 
Leviticus 16:7-10 (AMP2) 

7 He shall take the two goats and 

present them before the Lord at the 

door of the Tent of Meeting.  

8 Aaron shall cast lots on the two 

goats—one lot for the Lord, the other 

lot for Azazel or removal.  

                                                           
2
(AMP) The amplified Bible, containing the amplified Old 

Testament and the amplified New Testament. 1987. La Habra, 

CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

. 
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9 And Aaron shall bring the goat on 

which the Lord’s lot fell and offer him 

as a sin offering.  

10 But the goat on which the lot fell for 

Azazel or removal shall be presented 

alive before the Lord to make 

atonement over him, that he may be let 

go into the wilderness for Azazel (for 

dismissal).  
 

The first goat was slain. Its blood 

(foretelling the Blood of Christ) was required to 

remove the sin that had blocked mankind from 

fellowship with the Holy Father God.  

The second goat was for removing the 

painful memories of past sins from the human 

memory. 

 
Leviticus 16:21-22 (AMP) 

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands 

upon the head of the live goat and 

confess over him all the iniquities of 

the Israelites and all their 

transgressions, all their sins; and he 
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shall put them upon the head of the 

goat [the sin-bearer], and send him 

away into the wilderness by the hand of 

a man who is timely (ready, fit).  

22 The goat shall bear upon himself all 

their iniquities, carrying them to a land 

cut off (a land of forgetfulness and 

separation, not inhabited)! And the man 

leading it shall let the goat go in the 

wilderness.  
 

This second goat is a prophetic picture of 

Jesus Christ and an aspect of the complete 

deliverance from sin that He has provided for us. 

Those who are born again know that Jesus has paid 

the price for their sins and that they have been fully 

forgiven. However the devil is not content to let the 

believer glorify God in the joy of his or her 

salvation. The evil one will continually remind the 

believer of past failures. He says, “Oh yes, God 

may forgive your sin, but you shouldn’t have done 

it in the first place!”  
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The salvation of the Lord is so complete 

that it even includes deliverance from this type of 

satanic attack. It has been said that our salvation 

means that we have been justified in the eyes of 

God, and that justified means “just as if I’d never 

sinned.” A scapegoat is one who takes the blame 

for another. Suppose John says he is going to take 

the blame for an offence that Fred committed. 

When confronted by an authority who can bring 

punishment, John says, “I take full responsibility 

and blame for all of the wrong that has been done.” 

If however John says, “Fred did it, but I will take 

the blame”, he is making only a shallow pretense 

of being a scapegoat. John may take the 

punishment, but he is leaving Fred with all of the 

shame. 

Jesus stands before the Father taking full 

blame for our sins. He takes full blame for our sin 

so that it is as if He were the one who committed it.  
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2 Corinthians 5:21 (AMP) 

21 For our sake He made Christ 

[virtually] to be sin Who knew no sin, 

so that in and through Him we might 

become [endued with, viewed as being 

in, and examples of] the righteousness 

of God [what we ought to be, approved 

and acceptable and in right relationship 

with Him, by His goodness]. 
 

Sin is not some kind of spiritual substance 

that pops into existence when we do wrong. The 

wrongful actions themselves, along with the 

intentions and motives, constitute sin. 

Often the devil reminds us of our past 

failures by displaying an image of us committing 

the sin on the screen of the mind. We see ourselves 

committing the sin and feel a surge of guilt and 

pain. However, add to that image a picture of 

Jesus. He is standing a few feet away watching. He 

does not approve of what He sees you doing, but 

He is compassionate. He walks toward you until 

His body merges with yours, and you are one with 
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Him as you continue your sinful actions. Now you 

un-merge from Him, and back out of the scene 

until you are standing where He had been standing 

at first. You now see Him wearing your sinful 

actions. He is taking full blame for you and you are 

free! Now when the devil comes to torment, 

remembering that Jesus is your scapegoat, you can 

tell the devil, “I didn’t do it; He did!”  This is 

something to tell the devil only! It is not something 

to tell your spouse, a traffic policeman, a court 

judge, or anyone whom you have offended. 

The purpose of the scapegoat is to remove 

the sting of sin from the human memory. Therefore 

this deliverance is for those areas of your life 

where you have victory over a particular sin, and 

you are no longer committing it. It is impossible to 

remove the sting of memory regarding something 

that you habitually do. 

Jesus came for the very purpose of bearing 

our guilt and shame. He wants to bear the sting and 

shame for every foolish thing you have ever said or 

done. Let Him do it! He loves you! 
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