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 Today, most serious Bible students will 
agree that the signposts of scripture indicating the 
arrival of end time events are blatantly visible at 
this present time. The Book of Revelation is filled 
with vivid accounts of the tragedies that will befall 
the world and its population during this period. It 
states however that there is a certain group of 
people who will be protected from much of the 
tragedy. 
 

Revelation 7:3-4 (AMP
1
) 

3 Saying, Harm neither the earth nor 
the sea nor the trees, until we have 
sealed the bond servants of our God 
upon their foreheads.  
4 And [then] I heard how many were 
sealed (marked) out of every tribe of 
the sons of Israel: there were 144,000.  
 

                                                           
1
 (AMP) The amplified Bible, containing the amplified Old 

Testament and the amplified New Testament. 1987. La Habra, 

CA: The Lockman Foundation. 
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Revelation 9:3-6 (AMP) 
3 Then out of the smoke locusts came 
forth on the earth, and such power was 
granted them as the power the earth’s 
scorpions have.  
4 They were told not to injure the 
herbage of the earth nor any green thing 
nor any tree, but only [to attack] such 
human beings as do not have the seal 
(mark) of God on their foreheads.  
5 They were not permitted to kill them, 
but to torment (distress, vex) them for 
five months; and the pain caused them 
was like the torture of a scorpion when 
it stings a person.  
6 And in those days people will seek 
death and will not find it; and they will 
yearn to die, but death evades and flees 
from them.  
 

 Who are these bond servants, and what 
does it mean to be sealed? The ninth and tenth 
definitions of the word seal given by 
Dictionary.com are: 
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9. A mark, sign, symbol, or the like, 
serving as visible evidence of 
something. 

 
10. Anything that serves as assurance, 
confirmation, or bond: She gave the 
plan her seal of approval. 

 
These definitions seem to be true to the use of the 
word in Ezekiel 9:4, and also accurately describe 
the mark placed on bond servants of Exodus 21:6 
and Deuteronomy 15:17 to confirm their agreement 
to a life of bond service. 
 

Deuteronomy 15:16-17 (AMP) 
16 But if the servant says to you, I will 
not go away from you, because he 
loves you and your household, since he 
does well with you,  
17 Then take an awl and pierce his ear 
through to the door, and he shall be 
your servant always. And also to your 
bondwoman you shall do likewise.  

 

Here the sealing was accomplished by nailing the 
servant’s ear to the master’s door. This ceremony, 
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which was required under the first covenant, is a 
picture of what is to happen in a spiritual way to 
the believer under the second covenant. The awl 
used as a nail left a large hole in the servant’s ear. 
This new opening served as a visible proof that 
there was a covenant between the servant and the 
master. It is significant that the ear was the point of 
sealing of this agreement. The ear is the primary 
gate through which commands are received. The 
master must fully own the ear if he is to have the 
obedient service of the servant. We need to have 
our ears opened up in a new way to hear spiritually 
if we are to be able to follow the Lord in obedient 
service. 
 

Additionally, Jesus stated clearly that He is 
the door. Our ears should be firmly nailed to Him. 
 

John 10:9 (AMP) 
9 I am the Door; anyone who enters in 
through Me will be saved (will live). 
He will come in and he will go out 
[freely], and will find pasture.  

 
We are to be slaves to His will through the ear 
gate. 
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Psalm 123:2 (AMP) 
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look 
to the hand of their master, and as the 
eyes of a maid to the hand of her 
mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord 
our God, until He has mercy and 
loving-kindness for us.  

 

At the finest restaurants, waiters are required to 
give meticulous attention to the needs of the 
customers, often standing nearby with a towel 
draped over one arm. They watch intently in order 
to immediately discern the smallest needs so as to 
meet those needs as quickly as possible. This is 
termed waiting on the customer. The waiter is 
waiting for any instruction, request or sign of need. 
Likewise, we should be attentive to the needs and 
wants of our God. In our case though, the benefit is 
mutual. Because of His covenant with us, the Lord 
wants to provide for us, protect us and bring us into 
the image of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit has us in 
His constant care to bring this about. However we 
must be listening intently to receive His 
instructions, which could make a difference of life 
or death for us. 
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Proverbs 20:22 (KJV
2
) 

22 Say not thou, I will recompense evil; 
but wait on the LORD, and he shall 
save thee. 
 
Psalm 27:14 (KJV) 
14 Wait on the LORD: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. 
 
Psalm 37:34 (KJV) 
34 Wait on the LORD, and keep his 
way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit 
the land: when the wicked are cut off, 
thou shalt see it. 
 

 

 Anna the prophetess had grown old serving 
God in this way, twenty-four hours a day, when she 
learned from the Lord that Messiah was about to be 
born. 

                                                           
2
 King James Version 
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 Luke 2:36-38 (KJV) 
36 And there was one Anna, a 
prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Aser: she was of a great 
age, and had lived with an husband 
seven years from her virginity; 
37 And she was a widow of about 
fourscore and four years, which 
departed not from the temple, but 
served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day. 
38 And she coming in that instant gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 
spake of him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. 

 

 
Isaiah 50:4-5 (KJV) 
4 The Lord GOD hath given me the 
tongue of the learned, that I should 
know how to speak a word in season to 
him that is weary: he wakeneth 
morning by morning, he wakeneth 
mine ear to hear as the learned. 
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5 The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, 
and I was not rebellious, neither turned 
away back. 
 

 Having the ear opened to hear in this way 
means that a person will cease living for self, and 
live and exist only to do the will of the master. It 
means dying to our own motives and purposes for 
the sake of serving His motives and purposes. His 
motives and purposes become our only motives and 
purposes and we become one with Him. This step 
of commitment and submission is the entry to 
service which produces fruit that will remain—not 
wood, hay and stubble to be consumed in the fire 
that will test the purity of all works and service. 
We should imitate the humble devotion of Anna 
and Isaiah who said, “The Lord GOD hath opened 
mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned 
away back.”  
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